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INTERVIEW WITH DORCAS COLE
This is Jim Cole and I'm interviewing Dorcas Narey Cole, my
grandmother. She is the mother of Bill Cole who I interviewed earlier.
She taught in one roan stone school houses beginning in 1924.
Jim:

What years did you actually teach in a one room school house?

Dorcas:
I taught 1924, 25, District 81 known as the "Schaben
School". The salary was $80.00 per month; eight month school. 1925, 26,
District 1, known as the "O'Brien School".
Eight month school, $90.00
per month. 1926, 27, District 1, "O'Brien School"; salary $95.00. Then I
was married am did not begin teaching again until 1942, 43, District 76,
"Victory School".
Eight nonth school and records show the total salary
was $720.00 for the eight month school. I continued teaching, went into
the Bazine Elementary Grade School, 1943, 44; 1944, 45, I became Bazine
Elementary Principal arrl taught 7th and 8th grades.
At that time I
received $150.00 per month.
I continued in the Bazine District 19, 1945
and 1946; then I went into the County Superintendent of Public
Instructions, 1946, and was County Superintendent for 23 years.
I
finished my education work by teaching in the Beeler schools 3 years,
after I disorganized and reorganized all of the elementary schools in Ness
County.
Jim:

This is when they started to unify school districts.

What were

they?
Dorcas: Unified School Districts. Unified 301, Utica; 302, Ransan,
Arnold and Brownell; 303, Ness, Beeler, Mantina, and Budab; 304, Bazine
High School and Bazine Elementary, plus Glendale and Joint 1.
Jim:
Okay. Lets talk a little bit about your first three years of
teaching.
The first year, 1924125, you taught in the Schaben School.
Where was this school located?

Dorcas: The Schaben School was located about 8 miles south of Bazine
and had an enrollment of 26. Thats a misstatement. The Schaben School
was located about 3 1/2 miles south of Bazine and we had an enrollment of
26 pupils, all 8 grades.
Jim:

This was a stone school house?

Dorcas:

This was a frame school house.

Jim:

How was your day started out?

Dorcas: We usually started with the flag salute and singing, but
several days a week I would read to the children interesting books from
our library and the children greatly enjoyed the reading.
Jim:
books?

Did the school have its own library, or were they your own

Dorcas: l usually took my own books for the reading projects in the
morning, but most of the schools did have a small library. The children
had read most of the books that were in the library so they did greatly
enjoy the books I brought.
Jim:

Where did you live during this time?

Dorcas: I boarded in Bazine and drove out to the Schaben School with
a fellow school teacher who drove on further.
At the O'Brien School I
stayed at hane and drove 7 miles.
Jim:

You owned your own car then?

Dorcas:
Jim:

Yes, we did have.

You were living with who?

Dorcas:

I was living with my mother.

Jim: HOw many kids were there at the O'Brien School the two years
you taught there?
Dorcas: The O'Brien School was a large school. We had possibly 30
students. The least pupils in a rural school that I had was at Victory
School where we only had 10 students.
Jim:

What was the usual age a child began school?

Dorcas: 6 years of age was the usual age, occasionally some child
that would be 6 early in the school year would be allowed to start at 5.
Jim:

What was the length of the school year?

Dorcas:
Jim:

These were 8 month schools that I taught.

How long was the school day?

Dorcas:

Was it 8 months?

We began at 9:00

am

close:i at 4:00.

Jim:

Where did you pick up your: pay checks; who paid you?

Dorcas: We had to drive to all three members of the board to get our
checks signed.
Jim:

Are these board members living today, any of them?

Dorcas:
Jim:

One member is sti 11 living.

What types of subjects did you teach at these school houses?

Dorcas: We did concentrate heavily on reading. Also on spelling and
writing arrl arithmetic.
We had no special education and no physical
education, but we did have a good long day of general education.
Jim:

How

did you get your school supplies?

Dorcas:
The board furnished school supplies, except I asked for a
globe in the last rural school I taught and the one board member said that
they had had school there a long time without a globe and he refused to
furnish one, so we had a box supper and took the proceeds fran the box
supper and bought a globe.
Jim:

Did this school house have a black board?

Dorcas: Yes, the school houses all had black boards and chalk and
erasers. An interesting point on the purchase of the globe; the school
board member who refused to purchase the globe for: us had a son enrolled
there in school and he had two brothers who were prisoners of war. The
little fellow asked me to point out to him Australia and that seemed a
little hard to do on a flat map, thats why I thought we should have a
globe and when we got the globe that little guy spent a lot of time
watching arrl turning that globe to see just where his two brothers were
imprisoned.
Jim: How much schooling did you have to have in order to teach back
in the 20's?
Dorcas: We had to have an 8th grade certificate, of course, ar:d a
high school graducation certificate, and then we were required to take
courses fr:an college, either attending or write in courses.
Jim:
grade?

Did you have any life time certificates, like for 1st or 2nd

Dorcas: No. But during the war years they made some; in fact they
went backwards because way early when I was in school myself in a one room

school, they demanded and asked for teaching certificates from schools
such as Hays and Emporia, but at the time that I starte:I teaching we were
in the depth of World War II and they did let down the bars considerably.
Jim:

What did you do in your leisure time?

Dorcas:
A teacher's life was restricted considerably.
When I
boarded I read a lot; when I stayed at home I helped with the chores and
the work at the farm.
Jim:
Was this school house used for any other coomunity social
activities?
Dorcas: The one school house, the O'Brien School, was use:l for the
election, the county, state and national election.
Jim:

Did you have any school plays?

Dorcas: We always had maybe two school programs a year. Sometimes
we had three. We had the fall school program; the box supper and pie
social. Christmas we had an extensive program which the children seemed
to enjoy and the parents certainly did.
Then in the spring, at the
closing of school, we often had a short program.
Jim:

When a child graduated, were there any graduation exercises?

Dorcas:
Yes.
The graduation exercises were held at Ness City,
corrlucted by the office of County Superintendent.
Jim: How were you, as a teacher, expected to conduct yourself in the
coomunity?
Dorcas:
Jim:

Teachers were expected to conduct themselves very strictly.

Such as, male teachers couldn't go into taverns or places like

that?
Dorcas:
Thats right.
They had to have a good record before they
were hired and I can't remember of anyone being let out except one case,
my son taught the Francis School one year am then he went to Macksville
to became a railroad man, and the teacher that was hired in his place was
let out because of irregular behavior; therefore he did resign at the
insistance of the school board. otherwise I didn't know of any case where
the teachers did not corrluct themselves carefully.
Jim:

Who EU1Ployed, or hired and fired the teachers?

Dorcas: The board manbers. Three board members and in my case, the
first school I taught, the one board member, two board members were in
favor of hiring me, the one board member II I felt because of religious
problans I said he did not think he would consider me. But his daughter
spoke to him and told him that Ms. Narey was the one girl in high school
that kept the boys fran pulling her pigtails and untying her apron strings
and she said that I was a good person, so the father called me back and
said we'll reconsider am we will hire you. I've always thought of this
as a turning point and a good point to make to young people. To be kind
and listen to other children's tales of woe.
Jim:

How was this school financed?

Dorcas:

The school district was taxed for the school.

Jim: Who was in charge of the upkeep of the building and were there
any physical problans with these buildings?
Dorcas: The buildings I taught in were in good repair, kept up by
the people of the district and a large percentage of the people of the
district were of German descent and they kept things in very good repair.
Jim:

Are any of these school buildings still standing?

Dorcas: They have been sold. I had the disagreeable job of selling
these school buildings and most of than were moved into towns for hanes.
Jim:

was there a principal?

Dorcas:
No.
We had
c011tllunity and the board.
Jim:

no supervision whatsoever except by

the

What were sane of the typical activities in a school day?

Dorcas: Well, we played, we had a 15 minute recess between opening
am noon am we played Red, Red Rover; Pan Pan Pullaway; baseball am hide
and seek; anything that appealed to the children that particular day.
Jim: What were sane of the teaching aids made available to you?
mentioned the globe earlier.
Dorcas: We had very few teachers' aids.
not a whole lot. Very few teachers' aids.
Jim:

You

We had sane books to read,

Did the children have to buy their own text books?

Dorcas:
Yes they did.
handled the text books.

The, as mentioned earlier, the drugstores

Jim:

What type of evaluation did you use on the students?

Dorcas: We graded rather harshly at that time. We did not give a
lot of A's. A child had to had done a lot of extra work in order to earn
an A.
Jim:

How was this school heated and lighted?

Dorcas: Coal burning stoves in the rural schools I taught and we had
kerosene lamps that were located around the room for the reading programs.
Jim:

And the toilet were outside?

Dorcas:
Jim:

Yes, we had outhouses.

How did the school get its water?

Dorcas: We had difficulty with the first school I taught. We had to
carry water threel'quarters of a mile because the well was condemned by the
state and the other buildings where I taught, the water was all right and
we did have wells there.
Jim: What was the greatest distance traveled by a student and \>hat
was the means of transportation of most of the students?
Dorcas: Well, the schools were located so that no child was supposed
to be more than 2 1/2 miles fran the building. Thats one reason why Ness
County had so many rural schools.
Ness County, being a little larger
county than adjoining counties, had 87 rural schools at one time.
Jim:

What type of subjects were studied?

Dorcas:
We concentrated heavily on reading; also on spelling and
arithnetic. We did always cover the other subjects; Kansas history, U.S.
history, writing, agriculture, classics, physiology.
Perhaps I've
forgotten a few.
Jim:

How did you handle any discipline problems in school?

Dorcas:
Strangely enough, in the district I taught, we had few
discipline problems. we didn't have a lot of older children who had not
been graduated. We really didn't have that many discipline problems.
Jim:
them.

What were some of the problems got into?

What were some of

Dorcas: Again, I'd have to say that we didn't have any because the
parents were in back of these schools an::l they had been well taught when I
got them. We didn't have the discipline problems or any strange things.
Later, as O:>unty superintendent, I had a lot of unusual problems that came
in and I felt very sori::y for a teacher that was in a COITllluni ty that didn't
have the backing of the parents.
Jim: Yeah.

Back then the parents pretty backed up the teacher.

Dorcas: The parents took care of their children's behavior arrl they
backed the teachers almost 100%.
We didn't have disorganization and
problems that seem to have arisen lately.
Jim:

Have you noticed a change through the years?

Dorcas:
I have noticed a great change in the attitude of parents.
Its just almost unbelievable how parents react today to any discipline
applied to their child as to any that was applied years arrl years ago.
Jim:

Was there any significance to the schools' names?

Dorcas: This is a very touchly subject, especially on the O'Brien
school. Often the school was named for the family that lived closest and
the O'Brien School, when they built the new building, which is of stone,
they had a rock lying on the ground with the change of name, "High Point
Center", and the old gentleman of the O'Brien name was boun::l and
determined not to have that school changed and sat on that rock day and
night for quite sane time with a loaded shotgun; but the nephew happened
to be the sheriff at the time and he talked his uncle into relinquishing
the name of O'Brien arrl the school is standing now with the name of "High
Point Center"; but its still known to the old timers as the "O'Brien
School".
Jim: Can you describe a little bit what the interior of the school
looked like?
Dorcas: Well, the schools I taught, the parents were proud enough
that before school started the mothers would go, and even repaint the
interior, or wash the walls very carefully.
The floors were of a good
grade of oak; therefore the interior of the school was not too bad.
Jim:

What type of occupations did your students eventually take up?

Dorcas:
Sane of than became teachers; a lot of them of Gennan
extraction became mechanics.
Sane became carpenters, but by and large
they became farmers.

Jim:

Did you have any special children in your classes?

Dorcas: I had one child who was mentally retarded and he did cause a
few problems, but that was taken care of by allowing him and his sister
to start hane 15 minutes earlier; therefore he and his sister would be
down the road far enough ahead of the others. Most of the problems he
created were going and caning.
Jim:

Kids picking on him and such?

Dorcas: Yes.
Jim:
Did any of your students ever become outstanding people?
Highly recognized?
Dorcas: I couldn't say.
teacher.
Jim:

No,

I can't say that I was that good a

What was the dress and the overall appearance of the students?

Dorcas: They were always clean and welllkept.
kept and the manners were acceptable.
Jim:

The hair was nicely

They wore mostly overalls?

Dorcas:
The boys wore overalls and the girls, of course, were
starched and ironed.
Jim:

Did you ever have any meetings with other teachers?

Dorcas:
Yes, we had county teachers' meetings and we bad state
meetings, either at Hays, Garden City, or Dodge City.
I remanber once,
the first year I taught, we even went into Kansas City by train to a
teachers' meeting.
Jim:

But there was never any teacher/parent meetings?

Dorcas:
We didn't have teacher/parent meetings, but we did have
teacher/teacher meetings in the surrounding rural schools am we were
required to read certain books and had a meeting and ccmnented on those.
Jim:

What was talked about?

Did you talk about teaching methods?

Dorcas: We reported on the book that all of us had read and just
general conversation. We talked about any problans am I'll never forget
the first time I heard the names of Iran and Iraq was at one of these
teachers' meetings.

Jim: Was there anyone, like a superintendent, that came and checked
on the teachin,:i metho::ls?
Dorcas:
We were under the supervision of the Superintendent of
Public Instruction am that person visitoo each school in the county at
least once a year, sometimes more often.
Jim: What were the reason for sane of the schools closin,:i down, some
of the rural schools?
Dorcas:
If the enrollment fell below 10, we had what was known as
the disorganization law and we had to close that school and put the school
with sane other school which would be 4 or 5 miles away am we endoo up
with a school at Utica, Ransom, Ness City and Bazine. Four districts.
Jim: This didn't cause any problems for the children gettin,:i to and
from school?
Dorcas:
problan.

No.

By this time

we had transportation so there was no

Jim:
What was sane of the reasons for the teachers leavin,:i the
school; what were some of the causes for teachers quitting?
Dorcas: In the beginning, way
year, then they moved on to another
taught one year and in looking up
some teachers did not qualify. Q:le
Jim:

back, teachers were hired for only one
district, and another teacher came and
the records I foun:1 these reasons why
failed a certificate.

What year was that?

Dorcas: That was 1893; and also in 1893, a school closed because of
sickness after havin,:i been openoo only 17 days. That same teacher died in
March of that year.
'Ihe records show that one teacher was ill and the
school was open only 1 1/2 weeks. Seaned like there was a lot of illness
in 1893. Another district, District 4, the teacher resigned because of
illness.
District 15, teacher failed exam, close:! the school after 5
weeks. District 27, teacher resigned at close of first week because no
pupils. District 39, teacher resignoo at close of first month; pupils all
moved away. District 61, closed at second month, 1894, because of serious
illness of the teacher's wife.
Jim:
What do you suppose happenoo to some of these schools if a
teacher failoo his exam or if he got sick, do you suppose they got another
teacher in?

Dorcas:
No, they closed the school for that particular term.
Of
course the schools were only open for a three or four month term arrl then
the next year they would rehire and start out again.
Jim:

What were sa:ne of the salaries of the teachers back then?

Dorcas:
In 1879, the records show, $12.00 per month; and by 1896
that salary is shown $38.00 per month. We do have one school with an odd
salary. In 1881, Charles M:>rris was paid $16.66 2/3 per month.
Jim:

What was the largest enrollment you ever heard of?

Dorcas: Joint 1 had an enrollment of 42 pupils.
school between Ness and Hodganan Counties.
Jim:

That was a joint

What year was that?

Dorcas: Well that was ccmnon. Joint 1 ranged all the way fran 30
sane pupils to 42 pupils yearly. With one teacher having to do all of the
work. Now at the Francis School, District 18, they had an enrollment of
40 some pupils 2 years and that teacher required the board to furnish her
with a help mate at:rl the person who helpej her did not have a certificate,
but could take care of the small children while she worked with the larger
children part of the day.
Jim:
families.

Dorcas has sane interesting facts about the Narey and Cole

Dorcas: P. A. Narey built the first school of native stone in 1880
in District 18, Francis, Ness County, Kansas. He was a master stonemason
and contractor and built the school house for $80.00. '!his contract was
in the Ness County Courthouse for several years and I noticerl they said he
was to do this building in a workmanlike manner. P. A. Narey was the man
who did the stone arches on the Ness City Old Bank Building arrl put all
the lettering on the stones there, so he was a master mason, having had 8
years of training in Pennsylvania before his family came to Ness County.
My sister, Dorothy Narey 'Mlipple, taught in this District 18, Francis, in
the stone building which her father built. My brother, J. o. Narey, built
the second frame building. Eight of his children attended District 18 and
my son, William D. Cole, taught in Francis, District 18, for 2 1/2 years.
Jim:

Did lltlole canmuni ties help bring the stone to the school sites?

Dorcas: The ccmnunity quarried the stone for the Francis building,
then my father dressed that stone and he put what was known as a water
table at the bottan of the building which sherl the water so that the
foundation was intact; the building is still standing.

Jim:

Do

you know who financed the building of these schools?

Dorcas: The patrons of the district helped what they could and there
was a property tax.

